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Week 1!!
1. The Knowability of God!!

1. We can never fully understand God.!
1. We who are finite, can never exhaustively understand an infinite God (Psalm 139:6, 

145:3, 147:5; Romans 11:33).!!
2. Yet we can know God truly.!

1. While we can't know God exhaustively, we can know true things about God through 
Scripture. We can know that God is love (1 John 4:8), that He is light (1 John 1:5), 
that He is spirit (John 4:24), and so on.!

2. Facts vs. Knowing --> Tiger example!
3. We can actually know God himself (Jeremiah 9:23-24; 1 John 2:13, 5:20)!!

2. Definition, importance, and classifications of the attributes of God!!
1. An attribute is "an identifying characteristic of a person or thing; a permanent and 

essential quality of God's very nature; whatever God has in any way revealed as being 
true of Himself." (Moroney/Grudem)!!

2. We are God's ambassadors and must know who He is (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)!!!
3. A.W. Tozer says, "So necessary to the Church is a lofty concept of God that when that 

concept in any measure declines, the Church with its worship and its moral standards 
declines along with it. The first step down for any church is taken when it surrenders its 
high opinion of God." (from Knowledge of the Holy, pg. 12)!!

4. J.I. Packer says "Our concern must be to enlarge our acquaintance not simply with the 
doctrine of God's attributes, but with the living God whose attributes they are." (from 
Knowing God, pg. 23).!!

5. While there are several ways to categorize God's attributes, we will stick to the simplest, 
most commonly used format of "incommunicable" - those attributes that are unique to 
God and not shared by humans (or shared very little), and "communicable" - those 
attributes shared to a greater extent by humans. Keep in mind it's not a perfect 
distinction. Example - classifying wisdom as "communicable" means that we can 
become wiser as we grow with Jesus, but we'll never be as infinitely wise as God.!!!!!!!

Discussion: Why did you sign up for this extension? What attribute of God would you like to 
know more about? !!



3. The Incommunicable Attributes of God!!
1. Independence (or Self-Existence, or Aseity) - God does not need anything and is the 

only truly self-sufficient being in the world (Psalm 50:10-12; Isaiah 40:13-14, 44:24; John 
5:26; Acts 17:25; Revelation 4:11).!!
1. Qualification: God is not aloof or indifferent toward us.!!
2. Implications: We are not "needed" by God but are graciously chosen to be used by 

God (Ephesians 1:4-12). We are not self-existent, but are dependent on God 
moment by moment for life and usefulness (Acts 17:25b and 28a; Colossians 1:17; 
Hebrews 1:3).!!

2. Spirituality - God is pure Spirit - not composed of matter, having no bodily or physical 
parts, and normally invisible to the human eye (John 4:24; 1 Timothy 1:17, 6:15-16; 1 
John 4:12).!!
1. Qualification: God can appear in bodily form, as with Old Testament theophanies 

(Genesis 18:1-33; Exodus 24:9-11). God can even become human, as with the Son's 
incarnation (John 1:14; 1 Timothy 2:5).!!

2. Implications: God is revealed to us primarily by Christ's words and actions (John 
1:18, 14:9; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3). Since God is Spirit, God cannot be fully 
represented by any physical object or visualization - hence the Scriptural warnings 
against idolatry (Exodus 20:4-6; Deuteronomy 4:23-24). The Holy Spirit in us helps 
us to worship God (Philippians 3:3) and understand God (1 Corinthians 2:9-14). !!

3. Immutability (or Unchangeableness, or Constancy) - God is unchanging in perfection of 
character, nature, purposes, and promises (Numbers 23:19; Psalm 102:25-27; Malachi 
3:6; Hebrews 1:10-12, 6:17, 13:8, James 1:17).!!
1. Qualification: God is not unfeeling or uninvolved with the world, and is responsive to 

human actions - whether good (Jonah 3) or bad (Psalm 78:40; Ephesians 4:30). 
Changes in human conduct can be met with differing responses in God’s implicitly 
conditional judgment and blessing (Jeremiah 18:7-10).!!

2. Implication: God’s unchangeable character, nature, purposes, and promises 
undergird God’s complete, everlasting trustworthiness and our personal assurance of 
salvation (1 John 1:9).!!!

Next Week:!
Eternity, Omnipotence/Sovereignty, Omnipresence, Omniscience, Unity/Simplicity!!
*I am greatly indebted to Wayne Grudem and his book "Bible Doctrine," as well as Stephen K. Moroney 
(Phd. Theology Professor, Malone University) for the information we'll look at throughout this extension. 
This is also me giving them credit so I’m not guilty of plagiarism : )!!
For Further Reading - see Wayne Grudem, Bible Doctrine and Aurther Pink, The Attributes of God - $.99 
for Kindle Version! http://www.amazon.com/The-Attributes-God-Arthur-Pink-ebook/dp/B003FMV5


